I 



• 



INI THE CLAIMS 

Kindly amend the claims to read as follows. 

1 . (cancelled). 

2. (currently amended): A process composit i on according to claim 48, wherein component A ii 
sulfonate of the formula (I) where at least one of all the R 2 radicals present is -S0 3 e M*. 

3. (currently amended): A process e empesitiefraccording to claim +8, wherein component A i 
sulfonate of the formula (IV) 



R 6 R 7 CH-CR 6 R 7 -(-CR 6 R 7 -)w-H (IV) 

where w is from 1 to 3, one of the R 6 radicals is an unsubstituted phenyl radical and all the other R 6 
radicals are hydrogen, and one of the R 7 radicals is -S0 3 e M° and all the other R 7 radicals are 
hydrogen. 

4. (currently amended): A process e eroesitiea-according to claim 4ft wherein component A is sodium 
cumenesulfonate or potassium cumenesulfonate. 

5. (currently amended): A process e efwesitien-according to claim 4ft wherein component A is a 
dihydric or trihydric alcohol of 4 to 8 carbon atoms. 



6. (cancelled). 

7. (currently amended): A process compooit i on according to claim 4ft wherein the composition 
includes, m duding-per 100 parts by weight of water (component D), the following amounts of 
components A, B, C, E, F: 



5 to 35 parts by weight of component A, 
10 to 40 parts by weight of component B, 
3 to 30 parts by weight of component C, 
0 to 30 parts by weight of component E, 
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0 to 20 parts by weight of component F. 

8 (currently amended): A process for the pretreatment of fiber materials in the form of textile sheets 

pH annfacture artiHas from the sheets, which comprises treating the fiber matenals 

with a composition jccn r rl ln q t n rhl m 1 including at least the components A, B, C and P, 



where compone nt A is either a cifonata of the formula (I) 



pipiR^-CR 1 R 2 ^-CR 1 R 2 -L-R 1 



i!) 



»,h q ,o n b, from 0 to « ^ R 1 * independently of the others hydrogen an alky! radical of 1 to 4 
^rhnn atoms. ™ ^ radical or a phenyl radical substituted hy a radical of the 



4 .a .sn^M*. an d * '* independently of the others R 1 or a radical of the formula -SO a f M! 

...Kj He proviso tM» — T™«"' A nontax nt lent one radical of the formula -SOflgflBLMja. 

Nla. K or NHU. 

„r ,,hare nomponen* * ic a prnvhwdric aliphatic alcohol of 2 to 1 9 carbon atoms, 

pnnent B is an athnv yiated alcoh o ' «f the formula (In or a mixture of such alcohols 




R 3 .r>-(-CH,CH,-Q-)r-X. 



where r is from 1 to 8. 



.nm pnnent c is an a.^v yiate of the f o rm u l a fill) or a mixture of such alkoxylates 



R 3 -Q-(-Z-),-X 



m 



^ . ic from A to 30. ™ t„ ^ of a.! the Z croups present are -CH ? CH,-Q- and 80 to 20% of all the 
t nre^nt are -rW.r.HRS.O- where in each case one of R 4 and R 5 is hydrogen and the 

.a CM.. R 3 in bo ** com ponent B and co m po n ent C is a linenr or branched alky! radical of 4 to 20 
~rhnn atom, and 50 >~ mn % of ail the X's p r ese n t are hy drogen and 0 to 50% of all the X's present 
are a methy l, ftthyl pr phenyl radical. 



and component D is water. 
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and optionally also a component E and/or a component F, 

component E being a magnesium salt or a calcium salt and com ponent F being an alkali metal salt or 
ammonium salt of a sulfuric monoester of the formula (V) 



where R 8 is a linear or branched alkvl radical of 4 to 12 ca rbon atoms. 

9. (original): A process according to claim 8, wherein the fiber materials are 70 to 100% by weight 
cotton. 



1 1 . (original): A process according to claim 8, wherein the fiber materials are textile wovens or knits. 



12. (new): ): A process according to claim 8, which is carried out prior to a dyeing step. 

13. (new): A process according to claim 8, wherein the composition includes, per 100 parts by weight 
of water (component D), the following amounts of components A, B, C, E, F: 

10 to 25 parts by weight of component A, 
15 to 35 parts by weight of component B, 

5 to 25 parts by weight of component C, 

2 to 20 parts by weight of component E, and 

2 to 10 parts by weight of component F. 



R 8 -Q-SO,H 



IV) 




10. (cancelled). 
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STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-9 and 11 were pending in this application. 

Claims 1-8 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stringer et al. 
(U.S. Patent 5,858,955). 

Claims 9 and 1 1 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gosselink 
et al. (U.S. Patent 5,691 ,298) in view of Stringer et al. 

Claims 1 and 6 have been presently cancelled. 

Claims 2-5 and 7-8 have been amended and claims 12 and 13 have been added. 

Claims 2-5, 7-9 and 1 1 are presented for reconsideration; claims 12 and 13 are presented for 
consideration. 

REMARKS 

The claims have been amended in accord with the OG Notice of January 31 , 2003. Additions are 
shown by underlining and deletions are shown by strikethrough. 

Since claims 1 and 6 have been presently cancelled and claims 12 and 13 have been added, the 
number of claims has not been increased. 

In an earnest effort to advance prosecution, applicants have rewritten claim 8 in independent form, 
incorporating the limits of previously amended claim 1 and original claim 6 therein. Since claims 1 
and 6 fail to further limit amended claim 8, they have been presently cancelled. 

Additionally claim 8 recites "A process for the pretreatment of fiber materials in the form of textile 
sheets prior to manufacture ofenduse articles from the sheets See pages 1-2 of the disclosure, 
where it is clear that the pretreatment of the fiber materials is carried out while the fiber materials are 
in the form of textile sheets, as a preparation for subsequent manufacturing steps, such as dyeing 
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